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Quality Meat Scotland is a Non-Departmental Public Body. This advice is provided under the Quality Meat Scotland Order 2008 Schedule 1 point 18 ‘Advising on any matters relating to the red meat sector (other than remuneration or conditions of employment) as to which the Scottish Ministers may request Quality Meat Scotland to advise, and undertaking inquiry for the purpose of enabling Quality Meat Scotland to advise on such matters’. This advice is freely available and further information can be provided by the designated contact above. 

Introduction 

Quality Meat Scotland is the public body responsible for supporting the Scottish red meat sector in improving its efficiency and profitability and maximising its contribution to Scotland's economy.

We market the PGI labelled Scotch Beef and Scotch Lamb brands in the UK and abroad and promote Scottish pork products under the Specially Selected Pork Banner.

Our internationally recognised assurance schemes cover more than 90% of livestock farmed for red meat in Scotland. They offer consumers in the UK and overseas the legal guarantee that the meat they buy has come from animals that have spent their whole lives being raised to some of the world’s strictest welfare standards.

Scotland’s beef, lamb and pork producers make an important contribution to the country’s rural economy, contributing over £2.1 billion to the annual GDP of Scotland and supporting around 50,000 jobs in the farming, agricultural supply and processing sectors.

We are concerned that the delay in introducing import checks on EU goods coming into the UK is having an extremely negative impact on biosecurity and the trading environment between the EU and UK, to the detriment of UK businesses. 

Call for evidence

1. Has the introduction of import pre-notification for Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) goods from EU Member States (except the Republic of Ireland) on 1 January 2022 gone smoothly? How has the Government responded to concerns raised by businesses since their introduction?

n/a

2. Was the Government right to delay on four occasions the introduction of import checks and controls? How well has it managed and communicated those delays?

2.1 The Scottish red meat industry does not feel that the UK Government was right to delay the introduction of import check on several occasions.

2.2 The sector is incredibly concerned about the impact of these delays, not only due to the imbalanced and disadvantageous trading environment it has created for Scottish and UK based businesses, but because of legitimate animal health and welfare concerns, mainly stemming from the risk of importing products contaminated with African Swine Fever (ASF). 

2.3 African Swine Fever has moved across Europe in recent months and is an extremely contagious pathogen that when found in pigs, means they have to be culled. Modelling suggests that the route by which ASF is most likely to find its way into the UK is through contaminated pork products (which can also carry the pathogen).

2.4 Appropriately timed introduction of import checks would have provided a strong first line defence against ASF coming into the country, as is expected of our red meat products going outbound to the EU.

2.5 It has been suggested by some that there is a risk of WTO infraction because imports from the EU are now being treated differently from imports from the rest of the world.

2.6 It has also been highlighted that Scotland would be within its legislative rights introduce its own food safety checks on imports, as food safety is a devolved area. 

2.7 The delay in import controls also delays the point at which both the UK and EU are subject to the same SPS checks.  It is widely regarded that only once we reach this point will the UK and EU negotiate long term solutions to ease the additional burden and costs of border controls.

2.8 We understand that the Scottish Government, alongside key industries impacted in the food and drink sector, were not included in the decision to delay import checks or informed ahead of the decision being made.

3. How prepared are British food and farming sector businesses, border posts and the Government for the introduction of further checks from 1 July 2022? What will be the impact of these extra checks?

3.1 We understand that other industries, such as the haulage industry, are deeply concerned about the current lack of information around the new border control posts (BCPs). For example, it has not yet been made clear which commodities will be accepted at each BCP. The UK Government needs to take into account the necessary forward planning that businesses must carry out ahead of developments like this. 

3.2 In our view, the impact will be that this will create a much more level playing field on which to trade with the EU. Up until now, the UK has been at a disadvantage. It is vital to ensure that businesses in Scotland, Wales and England exporting to the EU are subject to the same requirements, processes and costs as those in the EU exporting their goods to the UK.  

4. How confident is the sector that the timetable for introducing further checks from July 2022 will be met?

4.1 At this point in time, the red meat sector in Scotland has little confidence that the timetable of July 2022 will be met.

4.2 There is no evidence that the necessary infrastructure is in place, for example the establishment of BCPs.

4.3 Experience of multiple delays to date with minimum communication does not instil faith that this will not occur again.

