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Purpose: Submission to the TAC on whether provisions in the UK-New Zealand FTA that relate to trade in agricultural products may affect the maintenance of UK regulatory standards
Prepared by: Lucy Ozanne, Industry Strategy and Public Affairs Manager
Contact: lozanne@qmscotland.com 

Quality Meat Scotland is a Non-Departmental Public Body. This advice is provided under the Quality Meat Scotland Order 2008 Schedule 1 point 18 ‘Advising on any matters relating to the red meat sector (other than remuneration or conditions of employment) as to which the Scottish Ministers may request Quality Meat Scotland to advise, and undertaking inquiry for the purpose of enabling Quality Meat Scotland to advise on such matters’. This advice is freely available and further information can be provided by the designated contact above. 

QMS is the public body responsible for helping the Scottish red meat sector improve its efficiency and profitability. We market the PGI labelled Scotch Beef, Scotch Lamb and Specially Selected Pork brands in the UK and abroad and will therefore be responding to this call for views in relation to sheep, cattle and pigs. 
1.0 Animal welfare
1.1 Journey time limits. 
New Zealand’s Code of Welfare: Transport within New Zealand[endnoteRef:1] addresses the domestic transportation of animals, but does not discern between species on every point. However, it states that a calf must not be transported until it is a full 4 days (96 hours) old. This is considerably younger than UK regulations allow, which state a calf must be at least ten days old before travelling at all, and if under 14 days, can only travel up to 8 hours[endnoteRef:2].  [1:  https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/1407-Transport-within-New-Zealand-Animal-Welfare-Code-of-Welfare
]  [2:  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/farm-animal-welfare-during-transportation#:~:text=Fitness%20for%20travel,for%20journeys%20over%20eight%20hours
] 

New Zealand’s Code of Welfare declares that the maximum journey for “young calves” (it does not outline specific age), from the point of loading the calf onto the vehicle to the point of arrival at the final destination, is no more than 12 hours. This is longer than Defra’s proposals that state cows under 9 months only travel up to 9 hours[endnoteRef:3].  [3:  Consultation on improvements to animal welfare in transport (defra.gov.uk) ] 

The Code of Welfare does not outline specifics in terms of ages or journey times for other species, and summarises that “all animals should be transported for the shortest possible time, especially animals which are young, pregnant, at peak lactation, or at the end of their production lives or cycles” with the only specification being that “the duration of travel for young animals should not be longer than 12 hours” – again, the age of a “young animal” is not defined. Defra’s regulations state that pigs less than three weeks and lambs less than one week cannot travel, and new proposals state that sheep and cattle (over 9 months old) can travel up to 21 hours and pigs up to 18 hours. 
The significant difference in timings permitted by each country reflects a stark difference in the welfare experienced by the animals in the respective country.  
With regards to rest periods, New Zealand’s Code of Welfare does not outline how long these must be, but states that “animals should be unloaded at appropriate intervals, to allow them to rest. For mature animals this is no longer than 24 hours. For unweaned animals, this is no longer than 12 hours”. This differs from Defra’s proposals which aim to stop “the ability to repeat the cycle of journeys” and therefore have implemented rest periods of 7 days for cattle and 48 hours for sheep and pigs, which must take place after the maximum journey times of 21 hours for sheep and cattle and 18 hours for pigs. Any movement after the rest period would count as a new journey. 
1.2 Temperature. 
Unlike Defra’s proposal that no livestock journeys take place if the forecast external temperature is outside the range of 0-30°, New Zealand’s Code of Welfare does not indicate an acceptable temperature range for the transport of animals. The Code states that “ventilation during travel and rest must be appropriate to maintain the body temperature within the normal range for the species”. This leaves it open to interpretation by the individual as to what is an acceptable temperature to travel, which could lead to inconsistencies in the level of treatment of animals across the country. 
1.3 Headroom
Defra’s proposals for improving animal welfare in transport outline specific headroom heights for beef cattle (30cm), pigs (9cm) and sheep (22cm). New Zealand’s Code of Welfare does not specify heights, but states that “a person must not transport a cattle beast, deer, sheep, goat, or pig in a manner that causes back-rub”. This is felt to be a minimum standard in the welfare of animals during transport, with room for improvement. 
2.0 Conclusion
Overall, it is felt that there is significant disparity in animal welfare during transport between the countries, and it is disappointing that no steps are being made to reduce it. 
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